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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 176185 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, VS, ID 

SUBJECT: GOI/GVN CONTINENTAL SHELL BOUNDARY DISPUTE 
REF: JAKARTA 9 115 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY EDMOND RECEIVED PHONE CALL ON 
JULY 17 EROM PRESIDENT ATWOOD DRILLING COMPANY ASKING 
ABOUT DEPARTMENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD ATWOOD'S TAKING ON 
EXPLORATORY DRILLING CONTRACT EOR AGIP IN SOUTH CHINA SEA 
DISPUTED AREA WITH SOUTH VIET-NAM. ALTER INEORMING 
ATWOOD THAT US POSITION RE DISCOURAGING US FIRMS FROM 
DRILLING IN DISPUTED WATERS REMAINED UNCHANGED, EDMOND 
REPLIED THAT HE WOULD PREEER TO GIVE DEEINITIVE ANSWER 
ALTER HAVING HAD OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW ALL PERTINENT 
EACTS AND SUGGESTED THAT ATWOOD WRITE LETTER. TO DATE 
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